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EDC’s McCarthy Joins Select National Group as  
Economic Development Master Practitioner  

AEDL Program expands skills of senior level economic development professionals.  
 
Space Coast, FL (August 15, 2019) – Following an intense, hands on education, the Economic Development Commission 
of Florida’s Space Coast’s (EDC) Senior Director of Marketing and Strategic Initiatives, Trudy McCarthy, has earned the title 
of Economic Development Master Practitioner through the Advanced Economic Development Leadership (AEDL) program. 
 
The AEDL program is a partnership of four distinguished universities; The University of Alabama, Clemson University, Texas 
Christian University, and the University of Southern Mississippi, and currently has less than 100 graduates across the 
nation. 
 
The dynamic curriculum of AEDL was designed to expand and enhance the skills of senior-level economic development 
professionals by providing courses of study in innovation, project management, communications, negotiation and other 
economic development areas. World-class faculty include site consultants, business leaders, nationally known subject 
experts and university professors and industry practitioners. The advanced program presented leading-edge strategies 
and techniques necessary in the competitive and evolving world of job creation, while exploring economic development 
subjects that impact communities across the U.S.   
 
“Trudy’s acceptance into the AEDL program after a highly-competitive selection process is a reflection of the caliber of 
staff at our EDC,” said Lynda Weatherman, President and CEO of the EDC. “This distinction is an example of our staff’s 
commitment to economic development and the success of our community.”  
 
“It was an honor to be selected for the AEDL program,” said McCarthy. “I look forward to implementing best practices into 
the EDC’s strategic program, as we continue to further strengthen our local economy.”   
 
McCarthy has been with the EDC since 2002. In her current role, she identifies and implements industry best practices for 
the improvement of the internal systems with an eye towards future goals and budgets. She is responsible for the 
collaborative development and oversight of EDC programs, business operations, financial management and human 
resources.  
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About the Economic Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast 
The Economic Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast (EDC) is dedicated to attracting new business and 
investment and expanding existing industry throughout the Space Coast, influencing change on government laws and 
regulations affecting economic development, promoting the Space Coast to encourage new investment, supporting efforts 
of Space Coast military installations, and relaying new programs and procedures to assist manufacturing and high-tech 
companies. The EDC is a private, not-for-profit coalition whose stakeholders are business leaders committed to the 
economic growth and stability of Florida’s Space Coast. Visit www.SpaceCoastEDC.org  

 
 
 
Image: At graduation ceremonies in Kansas City, Missouri, graduates were awarded the Economic Development Master 
Practitioner diploma, including the Economic Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast’s Senior Director of 
Marketing and Strategic Initiatives, Trudy McCarthy. (second from left).   
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